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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31, 2021 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” Paul Manz 

 
Stand as you are able 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
L “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.” 
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L Most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for 
us. For his sake have mercy on us, forgive our sins; and by your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true 
obedience to your Word, so that by your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen.  
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Gathering Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” #886 

Stanzas 1-3, 6 

 
 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into 
your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our 
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what 
you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly 
when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They 
are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
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prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 
myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of 
other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 111:3-10 

By the Singers 

 

3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full | of compassion.  
5You give food to | those who fear you, 
  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity. 
9You sent redemption to your people  
  and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is your name. 
10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. 
        God’s praise en- | dures forever.  
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims 
to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone 
who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol 
in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, 
even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact 
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there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have 
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they 
eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we 
do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of 
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if 
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, 
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point 
of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak 
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin 
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is 
weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I 
will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise,” #310  

stanza 3 
Manifest in making whole 

 weakened body, fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil's might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill: 
 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 

Gospel Mark 1:21-28 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, 
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just 
then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he 
cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But 
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Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of 
him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is 
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout 
the surrounding region of Galilee. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 

Hymn of the Day “Rise, Shine, You People!” #665 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Confession of Faith 

P With the Church of every time and every place, we confess our faith. 
 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
C Amen. 

 
A I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

C Amen. 
 
A I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering  "Hail to the Lord's Anointed,"  

Allen Pote 
 

Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 

to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 

He comes with rescue speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in his sight. 

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever: that name to us is Love. 
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A Let us pray. Heavenly Father, you bless us with gifts beyond deserving. 
Accept these tokens of our thanks and use them for the saving 
purposes of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 
By the singers— 

 
 
P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, . . .we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
P Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

By the singers— 

 

 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
 
A Let us pray. 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “God, Whose Almighty Word, #673 

 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” John Behnke 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” Paul Manz Music - ©1980 MorningStar Music Publishers / Birnamwood Publications 
Psalm tone reproduced from “Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Rise, Shine, You People!” Text & music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” Words and Music - ©1989 Choristers Guild 
“Partita on I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” John Behnke Music - ©1996 Concordia Publishing House 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter 
 

Acolyte – Kaitlyn Carlin 
 

Singers – Dale Mortensen 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacon – Bob Trapp 
 

Welcome Team – Debbie & Steve Schneider  
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Laura Gaydos 
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In Our Prayers 

• The Church in its own struggle with unclean spirits 

• The need for patience and mutual respect in our nation and the world 

• The effort to reach people with covid vaccines 

• People struggling from the loss of jobs, businesses, and income 

• People suffering from isolation 

• In need of healing: Dave Campogni, Chip DiFiore, Priscilla Hinsch, 
Jean Konfal, Sue Nerlinger 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Feb. 2—THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD, a day remembering how Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple forty days after his birth.  The day 
is also known as Candlemas.   
 
Feb 3—ANSGAR, d. 865, a monk who led a mission to Sweden and founded 
the first church there.  He is sometimes called the Apostle to the Swedes.  
 

February 7 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 

  



15 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 

 
Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 
Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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